
MINUTES 

TOWN OF OAK GROVE – Pierce Co., WI 
BOARD MEETING 

Monday, August 15, 2022 
 
Call to Order, Roll Call. Town chair called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the town hall. 

Officials present: chair Jerry Kosin; town board supervisors Richard Ruemmele, Daniel V. Johnson, Michelle Huber, 

James S. Boles (roads); treasurer Kim Huppert; clerk Andria Hayday. Absent: None. Also present: Diamond Bluff 

Prairie Estates residents K. and C. Lehman, Jerry Turley. 

 

Minutes. MSC Kosin/Huber to approve July board meeting minutes as presented; all ayes. 

 

Public Comments. Jerry Turley remarked on recurring washouts of the gravel shoulder near his home on 435
th
 Ave. 

(Diamond Bluff Prairie Estates). Turley noted his background in landscaping work, stating c. 2006 he had removed rip-

rap in one ditch/ROW area and doubled it in another to fix a runoff or flooding issue. He recommended the town plant 

rye grass and fescue to help manage runoff. Board members noted a consultant’s recommendation to increase the 

angle/downward slope of the gravel shoulder to deflect more water into the ditches. No formal action was taken. 

 

Lehman ROW infringement: Discuss/take possible action on stone address monument/driveway marker impeding 

plow/road maintenance at W11050 435th Avenue, 54021, pending plan commission recommendation. Kelly and Carl 

Lehman were present. Kosin noted the plan commission had recommended the Lehmans’ large stone monument be 

moved out of the public ROW (i.e., more than 33 feet from the roadway’s center line). Open discussion followed. 

The homeowners remarked that mailboxes, homeowner plantings, and various other objects are also in the Town 

right-of-way. They highlighted a retaining wall that preserves a large old tree adjacent the roadway, and noted erosion-

control rip-rap would pose a hazard if they lost control of their vehicle and drove off the road. Ms. Lehman questioned 

why such examples did not have to be removed. Kosin noted that the wall had been constructed by the neighborhood’s 

developer without Town approval; furthermore, due to the wall and other road issues, 435
th
 Ave. had not been adopted 

by the Town upon its completion. (Its conversion from private to public roadway occurred years later, through an 

agreement with area homeowners.) Jim Boles, acting roads superintendent, commented that a guard rail is also an 

example of something in the ROW; it serves a public purpose (as do utilities, road signs, rip-rap, etc.). Obstacles such 

as overhanging limbs and items installed by homeowners are addressed individually by the Town when those examples 

are identified as problems and/or complaints are made, Boles added. Ruemmele noted that the Pierce Co. Highway 

Dept. had brought the Lehmans’ stone monument to the board’s attention, identifying it as a snowplowing hazard. 

Board members commented that if the Lehmans or their HOA wished to have the retaining wall and tree removed, 

they could propose it for a future agenda. Additionally, if the Lehmans saw examples of ROW encroachment similar to 

their own, or other issues causing concern, in the interest of fairness they may bring those to the board’s attention for 

equal consideration. The Lehmans questioned whether they could relocate their mailbox in front of the stone 

monument to redirect the plow from shoulder area; general consensus was that this was not an acceptable remedy; the 

monument should be moved; therefore it should be fully out of the public right-of-way before snowplowing season. 

The homeowners responded that they weren’t sure whether they could arrange to move the massive monument before 

winter; it was a professional hire. Brief discussion followed re making a good-faith effort. MOTION by Jim Boles to 

require the homeowners to move their stone address marker outside the public right-of-way by November 30, with 

communication required as to the progress of hiring the work done; seconded by Rich Ruemmele; all ayes. 

 

Funding options for 1208
th

 St. project, inclusive bonds. Preliminary discussion. Clerk distributed a memo from 

grant consultant A. Popenhagen, Stevens Engineers, noting most project costs may be payable 2024-2025, with 

2023 expense est. at $10K. State grant provides up to $520,853.94, which is approx. 69% of estimated expenses, 

reimbursing after project is completed. Borrowing options discussed would limit interest fees, serve as “pay as 

you go” credit lines. Clerk to invite Popenhagen to Sept. 19 board meeting (alternately a workshop, timing TBD). 

Chair remarked on need to confirm bidding requirements. No formal action was taken. 



Town Hall Storage Shed. Town board briefly continued planning discussion. No formal action was taken. 

 

Operator’s License request(s). Clerk noted one application submitted, associated with Young Acres. MSC 

Johnson/Huber to approve the operator’s license requested by Thakshilal Baranaike as presented; all ayes. 

Approval of new Poll Worker(s). Clerk thanked Kim Huppert for volunteering to help with the Aug. 9 primary. 

She requested Huppert and Sarah Palodichuck be approved as town election inspectors/poll workers for the 

remainder of the 2022-2023 elections term. MSC Ruemmele/Boles to approve the addition of Kim Huppert and 

Sarah Palodichuk to the roster of election inspectors for the 2022-2023 election term; all ayes. 

 

Building Inspector’s Report. Board reviewed written monthly summary of permits issued. Clerk noted two bond 

refunds submitted (previously e-forwarded to the board, included with monthly bills). MSC Johnson/Ruemmele to 

approve payment of the two construction damage bond refunds for Palma and Hendel as presented; all ayes. 

 

Bills. Clerk presented written monthly summary of check payments due. MSC Ruemmele/Huber to approve payment 

of bills as presented; all ayes. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer presented the written monthly summary of all fund balances and expenditures by 

budget category as of July 31. She noted she was following up with former treasurer Jeremy Boles to confirm details 

regarding impact fees, including status of any eligible “pay backs” still owed to the town’s general funds from 

associated impact fee accounts. No formal action was taken. 

 

Travel/Training Requests. Clerk and treasurer requested approval to participate in day-long fall training workshops, 

either remote or in-person (Eau Claire), to aid with annual budget preparation, etc. General board consensus: No 

formal approval was needed for such training if the expense fell under approved town budget. Johnson remarked that 

relevant education for town officials should be encouraged; he noted advantages of in-person training and remarked 

travel expense inclusive mileage and hotel when needed should be reimbursed. No formal action was taken. 

 

Roundtable.  Brief updates regarding items not on the current agenda such as projects in progress, correspondence, 

resident inquiries, calendar notes, etc. Items may be earmarked for future agenda. No formal action. 

 Kosin and Boles noted a roster of seasonal maintenance issues for road repair and spot tree-trimming to be 

prioritized (570
th
, 1180

th
, 620

th
/10, 500

th
, etc.). Ruemmele commented on a bridge issue to be addressed by Co. 

Hwy Dept. Boles noted recurring hole/culvert issue at Big River. 

 Boles noted gutters should be added to town hall. Johnson offered to get bids for review/approval. 

 Boles requested Sept. agenda include discussion of a private roadway off 1240
th
 shared by 3 or more homes in 

Boles subdivision, with related cul-de-sac discussion, possible adoption as public roadway. 

 Ruemmele noted a grass driveway off 550
th
. 

 Town clerk noted 2022 BOR training materials were available and recapped state requirements. (At least one 

BOR member present must have completed the course within the preceding 12-month period; a training 

affidavit must be filed with the Dept of Revenue.) J Boles offered to certify for 2022. Chair noted he may also 

renew his certification/complete the course. 

 

Adjournment. Meeting was adjourned at approx. 8:50 p.m. (MSC Ruemmele/Huber; unanimous.) 

 

Respectfully submitted by Andria Hayday, Oak Grove Town Clerk 
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